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Towards the end of last year, on 20.11.2012,
we were informed that our journal Acta
Medica Academica (AMA) had been select-
ed, from the first issue published in 2012,
for indexation in Medline/PubMed. The an-
nouncement arrived only six months after
our first application.

This success comes after six years hard
work by the new editorial board of the jour-
nal. Although the AMA journal, as the suc-
cessor to the journal Radovi, has a tradition
longer than forty years (Volume 41), the re-
vamping of the journal in 2006 in line with
the guidelines of the Uniform Requirements
for Manuscripts Submitted to Biomedical
Journals of the International Committee
of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE) (1, 2)
required sweeping changes. This practically

meant that the journal set out on a path on
which it was necessary to overcome all the
difficulties faced by a new journal (3, 4), in an
environment, which may with justification be
seen to be a small scientific community.
With the new concept of publication,
the journal was meant first of all to achieve
regularity in publication, as at that time it
had not been published for two years. It was
necessary to affirm the journal and its work
concept and “seek out” manuscripts for pub-
lication, in the full meaning of those words.
I would like to mention with much grati-
tude those who, together with me, have been
doing this work with dedication from the
very beginning. The former editors of the
Croatian Medical Journal made a significant
contribution to the affirmation of our jour-
nal in Croatia: Prof. Dr. Ana Marusi¢ and
Prof. Dr. Matko Marusi¢. A certain number
of their articles, and articles sent to the edito-
rial board thanks to their recommendation,
have been published in the AMA journal.
They have supported the journal with advice
and in many areas in terms of their exper-
tise, and technical and organization details.
Members of the Bosnian-Herzegovinian
American Academy of Arts and Sciences —
BHAAAS have also contributed to the af-
firmation of the journal in the United States
of America. By publishing their own articles
and encouraging their colleagues to pub-
lish their articles in our journal, they have
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contributed to the better quality and richer
content of the latest issues of AMA. In this
regard, the most significant contributions
came from Prof. Dr. Gordan Srkalovi¢, Dr.
Emir Festi¢ and Dr. Ognjen Gajic.

The following also contributed to the
affirmation of the journal in their own set-
tings: Doc. Dr. Nermina Arithodzi¢ from
Kuwait, Prof. Dr. Adnan Custovi¢ and Prof.
Dr. Predrag Slijepcevi¢ from England, Prof.
Dr. Bogdan Boskovic¢ from Serbia, and Doc.
Dr. Mojca Sajko Cizek from Slovenia. They
also improved the quality of the journal sig-
nificantly by sending in their own articles.
Indeed, the greatest contribution to achiev-
ing this success came from the authors of
the articles we published, since they could
have published the articles they published in
AMA in more respected journals.

How have we worked?

In the last six years a significant activity of
AMA has been individual work with young
authors who thus have had the opportunity
to learn about writing skills and the medical
publishing process. Members of the editorial
board of AMA do not reject poorly written/
prepared manuscripts with relevant themes
and/or interesting core data, but repeatedly
correct them in close cooperation with the
authors (‘pre-review’) until they are ready
for the international review process.

All manuscripts submitted to AMA un-
dergo “double-blind” peer review. They are
reviewed by at least three reviewers. In the
first round of peer reviewing, a majority of
reviewers must recommend at least publi-
cation with revisions for the authors to be
invited to resubmit their revised articles. In
the second round, a majority of the original
peer reviewers must recommend publica-
tion of the article as it stands. The editors
retain final discretion over publication of all
articles. Every manuscript accepted for pub-
lication is proofread by a lecturer whose na-
tive language is English.

AMA was the first journal in Bosnia and
Herzegovina to introduce mandatory check-
ing of all submissions for text similarity us-
ing CrossCheck. Two members of our edito-
rial team have engaged successfully in pla-
giarism research. As a result of this work we
discovered three plagiarized manuscripts.
Also AMA is the first journal in the coun-
try which informs the public about the best
publications by domestic authors in interna-
tional journals.

The academic community have liked the
column, which may increase the journal’s
visibility. We opted for visibility rather than
for profit, because we judged that our read-
ership is not willing or able to pay access to
the e-version of the journal. For this very
reason, we declined offers to join the com-
mercial electronic package of prestigious
journals.

One of the reasons why the AMA journal
was only a biannual is the rather low number
of articles that we received for consideration
due to the fact that authors want to publish
in journals indexed in respectable bases, as
well as due to the fact that AMA is known as
a journal with strict and harsh criteria with
respect to the article review process. Now,
after being indexed in Medline/PubMed we
hope that we will receive a larger number of
articles and that this will enable us to gradu-
ally increase the frequency of publication of
the journal.

What does the future hold?

In the near future we will retain the cur-
rent concept of editing the journal. We are
also planning to improve our current co-
operation with national and foreign scien-
tific institutions and experts in the field of
biomedicine, to ensure that the journal will
continue to be a form of school for young re-
searchers from BH in scientific research and
publication, to make it possible for the jour-
nal, in terms of content, to become part of
the professional literature used by its read-




ers in their everyday work, to improve the
availability of the published articles on an
international level, increase the frequency of
publication of the journal and achieve more
indexations.

Conclusion

In realization of the new concept of the jour-
nal we have used our own, but also other
people’s experience. Together with the re-
viewers, we have helped those authors who
have needed it in their research and in writ-
ing articles. All this has, in a relatively short
period of time, had a significant impact on
the quality of the journal, and has made it
possible for us to have today a journal that
is indexed in Medline/PubMed - the most
important and the largest world index base
of biomedical data. Indexation in such a rel-
evant index base means that access to com-
plete articles published in our journal and
bibliographic and abstract data from those
articles will be free of charge. This will mean
that the interest of researchers from the near
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and further surroundings, but also the en-
tire world, in the AMA journal will be even
greater.
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